BO RATES.

ther case, the borate of lime precipitates in the state of ChaP-
a white* powder, tasteless, and difficultly' soluble in ^~"v
water *.

Sp. .8.    Borate of Barytes.

AN insoluble white^ powder, which has scarcely been
examined, formed by the same process as borate of
lime.

Sp. Q.    JB orate of Alumina.

THIS salt may be formed by mixing together the so-           .

lutions of borate of soda and sulphate of alumina. It
is said to be scarcely soluble in water, an4 not to crys-
tallize.

When boracic acid and silica are exposed to a strong
heat, they melt together into a transparent glass. This
compound has received the name of borate of silica horn
Fourcroy*

The other borates are unknown.

THE only salt belonging to this genus that has been
applied to any useful purpose, is borax. It is some-
times used in medicine as an astringent. It is used as
a flux for metals, and enters into the composition of some
of the coloured glass pastes made in imitation of gems;
but its great use is to facilitate the soldering of the more
precious metals. It is employed also as a flux by mi-
neralogists in essaying the properties of minerals by the
blow-pipe.
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* Bergman, 111.